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“Do you remember the time in Mina’s

kitchen when Frank sang that song
about Bridgie’s cat and the eel?”

“Yes! He sang that song often when
the company was right. He’ll be
sorely missed!”

“I asked several people about that
song and no one outside of those
sessions had ever heard it. He must
have made it up himself. Wouldn’t it
have been great if someone had
recorded Frank, or at least written
down the words to that song?”

You can substitute Marty’s reel or
Tom’s dance for Frank’s hilarious

song but the ending is always the
same: “If only someone had recorded
it.” The educational benefits of
documenting traditional Irish music in
North American are extensive—for
musicians, researchers, teachers,
broadcasters, and ultimately, everyone
who appreciates a good story or a

lively jig.

Creating a repository for the collection
and retention of traditional Irish music
and related items is the purpose of the
Comhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann North
American Archive. In general,
anything that helps tell the story of
traditional Irish music is of interest to
this archive.
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Music in many forms, including early 78 rpm
records, CDs, and field recordings, as well as
photographs, letters, newspaper clippings, flyers,
interviews, and books pertaining to the music and
musicians, are being collected.

Combhaltas Ceoltoiri Eireann is an international
organization that promotes Irish music, song, dance,
and language. The Comhaltas branches—there are
more than four hundred worldwide and fifty in
North America, including five in New York State—
are handling the collection and documentation
functions, and the archivable materials are being
stored in a professionally managed archive. The
North American Archive Committee is a staff
function of the North American Province of
Combhaltas and is working with several branches to
define projects.

The archive must store its material properly for
long-term preservation and still be able to make the
materials available to users. Since many talents and
equipment are required to make an archival project
happen, the committee is working with technical
advisers and librarians who can answer questions
for the branches.

The committee has an agreement with the Irish
Music Center at Boston College to store North
American Comhaltas materials. Donations become
the property of the Center and are listed in their
catalog as part of the Comhaltas collection. The
Irish Music Center is a professionally staffed
archive dedicated to preserving Irish music and is
located at the John J. Burns Library on the Chestnut
Hill campus of Boston College. Comhaltas has
already stored several projects at the center, whose
catalog is available on line at www.bc.edu/imc.

T Irish Music Center at Boston College

Examples of Archival Projects

Donations to the archive include the
following:

* Old 78s. Once common in people’s attics,
these records are becoming more and more
difficult to find. The sound can still be
mechanically reproduced.

* Manuscript books. One important
manuscript in the archive was written by Rochester
fiddler George Walker’s teacher when George
learned his music in Ireland back in the 1940s in
Co. Limerick.

* Tune books. In the archive is a 1930s
tune book from a music teacher in the National
School in Ireland; it was donated by an immigrant.

* Photos. The archive has an image of Irish
and Irish American musicians playing for a party
in Rochester, unusual in that the photo is dated and
the players are identified.

Other donations have been more
substantial:

* All the publications from the Ed Reavy
Foundation in Philadelphia, including videos, CDs
and music books. Reavy was a well-known fiddler
and composer originally from Co. Cavan.

* The Sampler Records files on William
Sullivan, a Co. Galway melodeon player, including
all correspondence, original master tapes from his
recordings, photos, CDs and accompanying tune
book, concert video, and cassette. This collection
was obtained from Sampler Records president,
Mitzie Collins of Rochester.

* Newspaper clippings, pictures, awards,
and tapes from the grandnephew of Co. Sligo
fiddler Martin Wynne, who spent his last years in
Buffalo. The work of sorting and cataloging the
tapes is ongoing, but archive staff has already
encountered some unexpected material. An entire
tape features Wynne’s sister Bridget playing the
uilleann pipes; no one outside her immediate
family even knew she played the pipes. Duplicates
of these materials are being sent to the regional
Comhaltas archive in Gurteen, Co. Sligo, Ireland,
near Wynne’s place of birth.



http://www.bc.edu/imc

Combhaltas Branch Projects

The Comhaltas organization is also
encouraging each of its branches to
document itself. This material can include
lists of the founders, members, and
officers; the impetus for formation of the
branch and the process by which it
occurred; branch reports, Hall of Fame
honorees; photographic, video, and audio
documentation; and member activities,
such as performances and teaching,
awards. Most such material is readily
I g AfF0fST AlGQa&
pulling it together in one place.

Another branch archival activity is
documenting the musicians, singers, and
dancers who have been community
leaders in passing on the tradition. These
people may or may not be active members
of Comhaltas.

Some archival projects can be
complex and time consuming and require a
great deal of planning. Financial assistance
in the form of government grants may be
available to get professional help with
interviews, recordings, and transcriptions.
The North American Archive Committee
has solicited help from the Arts and
Cultural Council of Greater Rochester to
help document local Irish musicians. This
project started in 2001 involved
interviewing, audio & videotaping, and
transcription of audio tapes. The grant
partially covered a local exhibit at the
Rochester Museum & Science Center as
well as a package for the Comhaltas North
American archive repository at Boston
College.
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Call for Participation

Combhaltas is actively engaged in preserving
traditional Irish music in all its forms. If you
have material you could donate, we would
like to hear from you. Consider a donation in
memory of your parents or a loved one, a
branch, or your favorite Irish musician, living
or deceased. Both originals and copies are
accepted; the archive committee can make
copies of material if a donor wishes to keep
the original.

The North American contact is

Ted McGraw

147 Harwood Circle

Rochester, NY 14625

Phone: 585 387-9116

Email: emcgraw@rochester.rr.com

MEMBERSHIP AND DUES
INFORMATION

The Tom Finucane Branch of Comhaltas is
now using the Comhaltas-NorthAmerica
database to track memberships and dues.
This means that you can renew or join any
time of the year and your subscription to
Treoir will begin with the next issue and your
membership term will also begin from the
date it is entered into the database.

In addition, you will be put on our priority
email distribution list and will receive the
branch newsletter as well as important
announcements for local Irish events.

The branch newsletter and Treoir are sent
out every two months.

Membership form and dues prices are on
www.irishrochester.org




Ten Years of Tunes

Rick Muir has just completed a CD which
contains (in PDF format) the music
notation for all of the tunes and versions
(859 in all) covered in the past ten years
of the Celtic Music Learning Sessions,
held on the last Sunday of every month.

The CD contains Tables of Contents and
an alphabetical Index.

The CD includes all of the tunes
contained in Rick©e6s
The Source Book, Volume I, Revision |
The Source Book, Volume I
The Song Book, Volume |
The Song Book, Volume I
Turl oughdés Tunes
The O60Tradé Sails Ol
(Original compositions by Rick Muir,
plus the many extra tunes shared
by Rick and guest presenters during
the learning sessions, many from
the Celtic cultures of other
countries.

Copies are available directly from Rick:
Email: richardwmuir@yahoo.com
The price of the CD is $15.00

This is a great source for beginners and
experienced musicians who wish to learn
traditional Irish music from standard sheet
music. With this notation and by listening
to the CD, Al rish R
online: www.irishrochester.org), you will

be ready to play at the sessions.

Also available on request are copies of
AThe Wal ker Coll ecti
555 tunes played by Sean and George
Walker at the Rochester sessions.

Price: $35 plus $3 postage
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Second Annual Springwe

Fiddlers Fair & American

Crafts Show

Saturday, September 18, 2010.

10 am to 6 pm
This year, there will be more food vendors
with local, good nutritious recipes, more
portable toilets, free drinking water.
Plus an additional stage area with
alternating performances.
Find out more at the festival website:

http://www.springwaterfiddlersfair.net/

The Tuesday night sessions

at the Charlotte Tavern
€ always |l ooking fo

Contrary to popular belief, this is not

of ficially .aThéappraach
taken by the group is to learn new tunes
by first practicing them slowly before
getting fAup to spee
regard the Tuesday
S e S s i 0 ngrovides iemetitive
playing for those who wish to improve
their playing technique and tune
knowledge. This very friendly group is
happy to help new players with particular
tunes that they may bring to the session.

Arrangements of the approximately 200
tunes that the group currently plays,
taken from many sources (including Rick
Mu i turiekooks and are available for
download from their session website:

http://web.me.com/rwwt/TTunes
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Getting started

At the Irish Music Workshop in October, Tom Benner recommended that new players begin
with tunes played most often at the Rochester sessions. He suggested starting with four
tunes which we featured with sheet music in the last four issues.

However, surely you noticed the absence of a waltz. So, in this issue we present a session
favorite:
South Wind (waltzl)

Thesetunesand ot hers can be found avalabRfrank Mui r 6s 3
(richardwmuir@yahoo.com).

South Wind

Lyrics

South wind of the gentle rain, you banish winter weather

Bring salmon to the pool again, the bees among the heather

If northward now you mean to blow, as you rustle soft above me
God speed be with you as you go and a kiss for those that love me

From south | come with velvet breeze, my word all nature blesses,

I melt the snow and strew the leaves with flowers and warm caresses;
I'll help you to dispel your woes, with joy I'll take your greeting

And bear it to your loved Mayo upon my wings so fleeting.

Ny Connaught, famed for wine and play, so leal, so gay, so loving

Here's my fond kiss | send today borne on the wind in its roving.
Those Munster folk are good and kind, right royally they treat me

Source: http://www.thesession.org/tunes/display/601




The Road to Lisdoonvarna: (Slide Single Jig, or Reel)

Also known as: The reel version: "All the Ways to Galway," "The Galway Girls," "Sarsfield
March,” "The March of the Tribes to Galway," "Slash Away the Pressing Gang," "Yankee
Doodle." See also the Scots relatives "Ciorsdan Mhor", "Big Kirsty", "Miss Stewart Bun
Rannoch" and "A' the Way to Galloway." See also the related Irish polka "The Kerry Cow."

History: Irish. Lisdoonvarna, County Clare, was developed as a health spa in the 19th century
and was reknowned for its match-making festival. Phillipe Varlet speculates the reel version of
this tune (which is the same melody as the slide) stems from the Chieftain's recording in which it
appeared as an untitled tune before the slide "Road to Lisdoonvarna", and that the "Road" title
subsequently became attached to the reel as well.

www.old-picture.com/europe/Lisdoonvarna.htm

Home Ruler: (Hornpipe)

Also known as: "Daniel O'Connell, the Home Ruler," "Frank McCollum's Hornpipe," "The
Hangman's Noose," "McCollum's Hornpipe," "Pat Galvin's Hornpipe," "Sean Ryan's Hornpipe."

History: Irish. The tune was composed in the 1960's by Frank McCollum (County Antrim) and
dedicated to his wife (the real "Home Ruler"), although perhaps the political meaning was
secondarily meant. In the political sense McCollum's title is usually presumed to reference
James Brown Armour (a nineteenth-century Antrim Home Rule champion), however, an
alternate title has emerged called "Daniel O'Connell, the Home Ruler" referencing another Irish
political champion, and it has been thought by some that even Charles Stuart Parnell was
meant to be honored. Especially when the 'A' and 'B' parts are reversed, the tune is called "The
Hangman's Noose." McCollum was a fiddler, song and music collector, and composer and was
a one-time 'master' of the Ballycastle, Co. Antrim, Orange Lodge. This tune is frequently heard
at Irish sessions followed by the hornpipe "Kitty's Wedding."

\ This history of The Road to Lisdoonvarna and Home Ruler are provided by Rick Muir
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TULLAMORE CELTIC BAND

Terry O'Toole, guitar, whistles, bodhran, concertina, vocals;

Brian Coughlin, flutes, whistles, vocals; Dick Bolt, fiddle, guitar, Irish
harp, vocals.

Musical entertainment for festivals, concerts, private events: family
parties, wedding ceremonies, receptions and dinners. Free CD of
wedding music samples is available by contacting:
dick@tullamorecelticband.com.

Tullamore Celtic Band's two full length CDs and all tracks in digital
format are available worldwide at www.cdbaby.com/tullamore2

Concert: Thurs . July 29, 7:30 p.m ., at Epworth Hall,
Silver Lake Institute Summer Cultural Program, Silver
Lake, NY 14549 (just south of Perry, NY)

Tradition al Irish fiddle lessons . I'm looking fa anyone with a
serious interest in learning tradition Irish fiddle, whether at a beginn
level or intermedia. | would like toteach students who really want tq
learn about traditional styles and Irish ornamentation on the fiddle.
can also go ovehe various methods that | use ¢auin new tunes and
techniques.

- Nick Tiberio

You canemail me atelticfiddler127@yahoo.com
or call my cell at%85) 7382448

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Ninth Annual
Irish Music, Language and Singing Workshops

Sunday, October 24, 2010 at Nazareth College, 4245 East Ave.
Noon to 5 pm; same building, same rooms as last year.

Folk music events of interest:

Chris Smither September 25 7:30 pm

Rochester Christian Reformed Church, 2750 Atlantic Avenue,
Penfield. Sponsored by Golden Link.

Joan Baez October 23 8 pm
Rochester Auditorium Theater

Branch Officers

Cathoirleach (Chair)
John McGraw 249-9454
Leas-Cathoirleach (Vice-Chair)
Dan McGrath 315-462-6189
Runai (Secretary)

Bill Hallahan

Cisteoir (Treasurer)
Lori Wood

Michoir (Auditor)

Scott Utley 315 589 3344
Youth Officer

John Ryan 385-3050

North American Archivist
Ted McGraw 387-9116

Programs

Music Events

Cathy McGrath 315-462-6189
Ted McGraw 387-9116

Ceili Dancing

Arlene Miller

Membership

Bill Hallahan
Singersd Sess
Becky Farrell

MusicL e a r nSessios 0
Mark Ballard

Website

Dan McGrath 315-462-6189
Newsletter

Bill Hallahan & Lori Wood

Listen to the radio with
Ted & John McGraw:

Ol' Fiddler
WRUR 88.5 FM
Sundays 10:05-11am

Irish Party House
WRUR 88.5 FM
Sundays 11am-Noon

I - 0



http://www.tedmcgraw.com/radioshow.html
http://www.tedmcgraw.com/partyhouse.html
https://zimbra.naz.edu/zimbra/
https://zimbra.naz.edu/zimbra/

Events

NOTE:
Change in Sunday
Session times
and sequence
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Local Seisiuns

1°' Sundays of every month:
4:00 pm  October - May

ond Friday of every month:
8:00 pm

Last Sunday of every month:
3:00 pm Music Learning Session
4:30 pm Si n g Besdos
5:00 pm Regular session

Every night:
Great food and fun

Every Tuesday night:
7:00 pm (study session)

Dancing Every Wednesday :
7:30 pm

The American Hotel
7304 E. Main Street, Lima, NY

McGinnity's Bar & Restaurant
534 West Ridge Road

Johnny's Irish Pub
1342 Culver Road

Carroll's Bar and Restaurant
1768 East Main

Charlotte Tavern
2 River Road & Lake Ave.

McGinnity's Bar & Restaurant
534 West Ridge Road

No experience, no partner necessary. Instructor: Arlene Miller (585) 663-4438

Matt Ruff runs dances and instructs with Arlene.

For current and past news, photographs, and local activities:
http://www.irishrochester.org

COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRI EIREANN

C/O John McGraw
220 Harwood Circle
East Rochester, New York 14625




